ORDINANCE NO. 11195

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, ARTICLE III, SECTION 18-46 AND ARTICLE V, SECTION 18-86, RELATIVE TO GARBAGE AND REFUSE. 

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Article III, Section 18-46 of the Chattanooga City Code be and is hereby amended deleting said section and substituting a new Section 18-46 as follows:

Sec. 18-46. Authorized residential refuse collection.

This Article sets forth the conditions for lawful disposal of refuse.

(a)
Refuse is waste generated in the normal occupation and use of a residential property. Residential refuse is defined as excluding any waste generated by contractors in the construction, remodeling or repair of houses. Residential refuse is defined as excluding any waste generated by tree trimmers or other persons for hire who cut or trim trees or bushes. 

(b)
Only non-hazardous garbage, refuse, and ashes generated on-site are eligible for residential collection. It is unlawful to place or attempt to dispose of hazardous waste though residential collection. It is unlawful to place for residential collection any residential waste that was not generated on the premises.

(c)
Residential waste shall be set out for collection in special containers where mechanical collection equipment is utilized. Special containers shall not be packed so tightly as to interfere with emptying them utilizing the mechanical equipment. If the collection route is not mechanized, residential waste shall be set out for collection in authorized residential containers weighing less than fifty pounds.

(d)
Residential bulky trash and residential yard trash shall only be disposed of as provided in Section 18-86. 

(e)
It shall be unlawful to co-mingle residential waste with residential bulky trash or residential yard trash or to co-mingle residential bulky trash with residential yard trash except such small quantities as defined herein which may be placed for regular residential collection in a special container or in an authorized residential container. The placement in containers shall be limited to the lesser of than thirty (30) gallons in quantity or fifty (50) pounds in weight. 

(f)
It is unlawful for any person to dispose of, setout for collection, or to maintain or place any garbage or refuse on streets, sidewalks, or private property except as authorized by this Article. Without limitation, any owner or resident who knowingly permits or suffers any violation of this Article to exist upon property owned or occupied by them shall be guilty of a violation. Without limitation, any contractor or other person for hire who places any waste upon any property in violation of this Article shall be guilty of a violation.

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Article V, Section 18-86 of the Chattanooga City Code be and is hereby amended by deleting sections (a) and (b) in their 

entireties and substituting in lieu thereof:

Section 18-86.
  Special services, rules and regulations.


(a)
Residential bulky trash. "Residential bulky trash" shall include appliances, broken furniture, or similar bulky materials having a weight greater that fifty (50) pounds and/or a volume greater than thirty (30) gallons. Residents desiring to dispose of such bulky trash will call the Brush and Trash Division of the Department of Public Works to arrange for a scheduled pick up. No bulky trash may be lawfully set out for collection more than 24 hours before such scheduled pick up. Such refuse shall be placed adjacent to and back of the curb, or adjacent to and back of the drainage ditch or catch basin, alley or street line if there is no curb, without blocking the roadway, any sidewalk, or drainage ditch or catch basin. 

(b)
Residential yard trash. "Residential yard trash" shall include brush, leaves, tree trimmings, branches and limbs, grass cuttings and garden trimmings, weeds, and roots from which all dirt has been removed. Except for small quantities authorized for weekly residential collection pursuant to Section 18-56, brush and leaves shall be collected on a regular basis approximately once per month as designated by the superintendent; subject to the following conditions: 

(1)
No small limbs or twigs are to be intermingled with the leaves, brush or branches to be collected, but instead all such matter is to be placed in the authorized container for regular residential collections. No garbage, refuse, bulky trash or demolition materials are to be co-mingled with the leaves, brush or branches to be collected, which shall otherwise be disposed of in the manner provided in this Article. 

(2)
All authorized leaves, brush or branches shall be placed as near as practicable to the roadway in front of the premises without blocking the roadway, any sidewalk, drainage ditch, or catch basin in appropriate authorized containers or otherwise placed for ease of collection.

(3)
No pile of brush or branches placed for city collection shall exceed 96 cubic feet (4 ft. width, 4 ft. height and 6 ft. length), and must be assembled at only one location and must not have other garbage, refuse or rubbish intermixed with it or stacked upon it. Ninety-six cubic feet is the maximum amount that is eligible for collection in any monthly period. Owners or residents shall at their own expense dispose of brush in excess of these dimensions. 

(4)
Any person who shall cut or trim trees or bushes for hire shall remove the resulting debris from the premises and provide for lawful disposal of the debris within ninety-six (96) hours. It shall be unlawful for any such person to place such debris for residential collection.

AND, Further amended by adding new subsections (f), (g) and (h) as follows:

(f)
It shall be unlawful for any person to place or to maintain any waste described in this section on any portion of the right-of-way of any street or highway in any manner not in conformity with this section. 

(g)
Any person who shall place or maintain any waste described in this section in any manner not in conformity with the conditions stated herein shall be deemed to have created a nuisance. Upon notification that a nuisance exists, the Department of Public Works shall take such action as reasonably necessary to abate the nuisance at the expense of any person who is responsible therefore. Such costs of abatement shall include but will not be limited to the costs of inspection, employee work time, equipment use and such other expenses as may be reasonably incurred. Such costs of abatement will be subject to collection as provided for in Sec. 18-169.

(h)
Any person who shall violate the provisions of this Article may be cited to City Court and subject to the maximum fines and civil penalties authorized by law. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall become effective two (2) weeks from and after its adoption as provided by law.
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